HOW TO STUDY THE BIBLE FOR YOURSELF
PART 1
Clinton Stone
Introduction
As we start our new series tonight, I want to make some introductory comments, followed by a brief
overview of the bible, and then to look at where we will be headed.

So… Lets Jump straight in…
Question 1: Why must you understand the Bible for Yourself?
• Well, because not doing so led to the Dark Ages!
• During the middle ages… One of contributing factors to the darkness of this period was a literal
famine of the Word of God. Most cities only had 1 bible per church… and it was chained to the
pulpit!
• The Bible was also written in Latin, a language no longer spoken by the people, and so only the
Roman Catholic Priests could read it… and you had to accept both what they told you it said…
as well as what they told you it meant!
But the great Motto of the Protestant Reformation, was the cry "Post Tenebras Lux"… which
means… "After Darkness Light!"… a reference to the Light of God's word which shone brightly as the
Bible was translated into French and German and English… and as the Printing Press made it possible
for people to own their copy of the bible in their own language.
So when we have the bible but don’t read it… or we read it but don’t understand it… We are not far
away from returning to the spiritual darkness of the Dark Ages!
Question 2: "Why is it necessary to be able to study the bible for yourself?"
•
•
•

To understand who God is, and why he made us
To understand who Man is, and how we can be saved
To understand what God requires of us, and how we are to live

But I want to motivate a bit more why we all need to study the bible for ourselves… and develop the
skills to rightly handle the word of God. Paul said something very important in 2 Cor 4:2…
2 Corinthians 4:2 (ESV) — 2 But we have renounced disgraceful, underhanded ways. We refuse
to practice cunning or to tamper with God’s word, but by the open statement of the truth we
would commend ourselves to everyone’s conscience in the sight of God.
He said "We refuse to practice cunning or to tamper with God's word." and then contrasts this with
the "open statement of truth."
So this introduces us to the idea that God's word can be distorted… It can be tampered with… which
he says is disgraceful and underhanded... And is contrary to the TRUTH.
This means that we have to make sure that when we read and study the bible, we do so in a right
way… a proper way… which is faithful to the TRUTH that God intended to convey.
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Turn to another example in Matt 15:1-6
Matthew 15:1–6 (ESV) — 1 Then Pharisees and scribes came to Jesus from Jerusalem and said,
2
“Why do your disciples break the tradition of the elders? For they do not wash their hands
when they eat.” 3 He answered them, “And why do you break the commandment of God for the
sake of your tradition? 4 For God commanded, ‘Honor your father and your mother,’ and,
‘Whoever reviles father or mother must surely die.’ 5 But you say, ‘If anyone tells his father or
his mother, “What you would have gained from me is given to God,” 6 he need not honor his
father.’ So for the sake of your tradition you have made void the word of God.
So - Jesus says in vs 6 that when we distort the word of God… we in actual fact destroy it! We make
it void!
In Other words... Either we handle the scriptures correctly… or we nullify it! We have no right to play
around with God's word… and if we do, we actually end up destroying it. This is a truth which we as
modern Christians need much reminding - because we live with a version of Christianity which
almost has zero discernment when it comes to the distortion of the Bible.
So… Lets get practical... Lets consider a typical church small group bible study…
•

•
•

•

If two of you read the same verse... And on person says... "I think it means THIS"... And the
other person says... "I think it means THAT"... You can't both be right! One person may be
right then the other person's interpretation is a distortion, and is destroying the word of God!
This is certainly not something I ever want to be guilty of!
Another modern problem has crept into what the Lady on the left said… Which is a very
"personal" interpretation of God's word… which disconnects it from what God actually
meant… to be all about what it means to ME.
This is very subtle and very dangerous… because it sets me, and my feelings about the bible, as
the ultimate authority of what is true to me. This is call "Subjectivism"… and much of
Christianity today is driven by a Subjective view of Scripture… instead an Objective view of
God's TRUTH.

So the bible has a lot to say about HOW we are to handle God's word:
2 Timothy 2:15 (ESV) — 15 Do your best to present yourself to God as one approved, a worker
who has no need to be ashamed, rightly handling the word of truth.
Titus 1:9 (ESV) — 9 He must hold firm to the trustworthy word as taught, so that he may be
able to give instruction in sound doctrine and also to rebuke those who contradict it.
Titus 2:1 (ESV) — 1 But as for you, teach what accords with sound doctrine.
1 Timothy 6:3–4 (ESV) — 3 If anyone teaches a different doctrine and does not agree with the
sound words of our Lord Jesus Christ and the teaching that accords with godliness, 4 he is
puffed up with conceit and understands nothing.
2 Timothy 4:3–4 (ESV) — 3 For the time is coming when people will not endure sound teaching,
but having itching ears they will accumulate for themselves teachers to suit their own passions,
4
and will turn away from listening to the truth and wander off into myths.
So I hope you see that we all have a huge responsibility to know and understand God's word
correctly… To examine the scriptures daily to see what God is saying… and to measure what others
are saying against the Truth… to evaluate everything against that which is Sound Doctrine.
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So who where the Bereans?
Acts 17:11 (ESV) — 11 Now these Jews [the Bereans] were more noble than those in
Thessalonica; they received the word with all eagerness, examining the Scriptures daily to see if
these things were so.
So the Bereans are commended as an example, not just because they accepted Paul's preaching
eagerly… but because they examined the scriptures - to see if what Paul was saying was correct.
Notice it was the students examining if the Teacher was sticking to the Truth! This is why we are
doing this course as a church… because God is clear that the responsibility to rightly handle God's
Truth falls on each and every believer.
Application: Does it really matter?
The study of the Word of God is not simply a mental or an academic exercise… If we get it wrong , it
will affect the way we think and live in this world. The word of God needs to be rightly understood in
order for us to live rightly in God's world. If affects every day of our lives.
Follow this argument from Scripture:
Matthew 5:14–16 (ESV) — 14 “You are the light of the world. A city set on a hill cannot be
hidden. 15 Nor do people light a lamp and put it under a basket, but on a stand, and it gives
light to all in the house. 16 In the same way, let your light shine before others, so that they may
see your good works and give glory to your Father who is in heaven.
Ephesians 2:10 (ESV) — 10 For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works,
which God prepared beforehand, that we should walk in them.
2 Timothy 3:16–17 (ESV) — 16 All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for teaching,
for reproof, for correction, and for training in righteousness, 17 that the man of God may be
complete, equipped for every good work.
--> Therefore... We cannot glorify God unless we study the scriptures correctly!

Bible Overview
We move now to consider then briefly today, the overall storyline of the bible… and how the various
books of the bible fit together… because if we don’t have this correct… we will be in great danger of
distorting and tampering with the Word of God… which will have a great impact on how we live our
lives… and even our understanding of the Gospel.
So lets start with the an Overview of the Story of the Bible

Copyright © 2020, Honeyridge Baptist Church

3

Now lets move on to consider an Overview of the Structure of the Bible

Here then is another way to view the Overall Structure of the Bible… Which even just understanding
this will go a long way in helping you to know where you are in the Storyline… and what part of
Scripture you are in.
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What is the Genre of a Book?
Now - it makes sense with any other book we read, that we understand something of its Genre… or
it's literary style… For example:
• A Recipe Book
• A Novel
• A Biography
• A Newspaper
• A Legal Contract
• A Work of Science Fiction
• A Love Letter
We read each kind of document differently, depending on it's Genre… and based on the Genre, we
are able to understand the intended purpose of the document, and how to interpret what we read
in the document.
Well, so it is the case with the Bible! We must understand that although the Bible is a single book… it
is actually made up of 66 individual books, written by 40 different authors, over a period of about
1500 years… and so it is crucial that we understand the structure of the bible and the different
Genre's of the various books, as well as the historical context into which each book was written…
and particularly the relationship of each book to Jesus Christ.
So let me show you a list of the books of the bible, organized by their Literary Style … or Genre…
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In the Final place, let us consider an overview of the Summary of the Bible
Not only do we need to know something about each book… but we must become more and more
familiar and comfortable with the big-picture Summary of the bible.
If I asked you to summarize the whole bible in 4-Words, what would they be?
The Storyline of the bible can be summarized very simply as follows:
•
•
•
•

Creation
Fall
Redemption
Restoration

Mark Dever proposes a slightly expanded version in his book - What is a Healthy Church:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Creation
Fall
Israel
Christ
Church
Glory

And then Vaughan Roberts in his book, God's Big Picture expands it a bit more like this:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

The Pattern of the Kingdom (Creation)
The Perished Kingdom (The Fall, Babel, Flood)
The Promised Kingdom (God's Covenant with Abraham)
The Partial Kingdom (Exodus, The Law & The Kings)
The Prophesied Kingdom (The Prophets)
The Present Kingdom (Jesus - Life, Death, Resurrection)
The Proclaimed Kingdom (Pentecost, The Church)
The Perfected Kingdom (Return of Jesus, New Heavens and Earth)

If you can keep these key bookmarks in your mind when you read the bible, you will be greatly
helped to make sense of what you are reading… and to understand what God was trying to teach his
people at each stage of the process… and you will be in a much better place to begin to understand
how the bible applies to your life today.

Where are we headed?
To end off today, I want to show you two more pictures to explain where we are headed over the
next 5 weeks…
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Four Key Questions of Bible Study

Then Finally for today… a Picture which we will spend a lot of time considering in the next few
weeks…

Copyright © 2020, Honeyridge Baptist Church

8

