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Honeyridge Baptist Church
#21 – Romans 13:1-7
The Gospel and the Government
Introduction
If I were to ask you today to describe your attitude to the
Government of South Africa… what thoughts and emotions come to
mind?
-

State Capture
Corruption
Nepotism
Abuse of Power
Incompetence
Things like these perhaps?

Now… if I were to ask you next to describe your attitude to Society in
general… your attitude to the Community of Honeydew & Randpark
Ridge and Fourways… what thoughts and emotions come to mind?
-

Degenerating
Dysfunctional
Criminal
Ungodly
Potholes!

Well – if those are the kinds of thoughts and attitudes you have about
our government… and our community… then you are in good
company… in good company with the way most unbelievers view our
government… and our community…
But we come today to another chapter in Pauls letter to the Romans –
where he is focussing on the practical application of the Gospel in our
everyday lives… and how the Gospel is meant to change everything!
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Last week we saw how the Gospel transforms our relationship to
ourselves… our relationships to our brothers and sisters in Christ …
and how the Gospel transforms our relationship even to our enemies
and those who persecute and oppose us.
Now in Chapter 13, Paul comes to address two more areas in which
the Gospel totally transforms our lives… and how presenting our lives
to God as a living sacrifice … works itself out in our relationship to the
Government… and in our relationship to our Community.
So as we think of our government… and the thoughts of Corruption,
Nepotism, Incompetence and Abuse come to mind… Paul is going to
call us today to Transformed thinking… to the renewal of our minds
regarding the State…
Similarly, as we think next week about our community… About our
city of Johannesburg… and all that is wrong with it… Paul is going to
call us to Transformed thinking… to view everyone around us… and
our participation in our City… all in the light of the Gospel.
The Gospel truly does change everything… and two areas where we as
Christians are being called to live radically different lives… is in these
two areas of our relationship to our Government and our
Community.
So – Paul ended Chapter 12 with these words… “Do not be overcome
with evil, but overcome evil with good.”… and now he wants to
explain to us what that looks like as we think about our government…
and about our community.
There is so much which is wrong with our government… and there is
so much which we can rightly complain about in our City… and sadly
for most Christians… our thinking… and our response to… and
involvement in the things of the State… and the things of our
community… is practically no different to everyone else in the country
… and this should not be!
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So – we are being called again this morning to reflect on the Gospel…
on what God has done for us in Christ… and how this is meant to
totally transform the way we think and act in the public sphere of life.
So we are going to spend the rest of our time today in vs 1-7… where
Paul wants us to understand that the Gospel Transforms:
1. Our relationship to the Government (vs 1-7)
Now – if there is any area of life which most people struggle with – it
is this issue of submission to Authority… for there is something deep
down within our sinful nature… which seeks to rebel against
authority.
This deeply ingrained human tendency is, at its root, the evidence
that we are sinners! We are born under the control and influence of
the devil… for it was this very spirit of rebellion against the authority
of God which had Satan cast out of heaven… which was then awoken
by Satan in Adam & Eve… and which has been passed on to us as
human beings – who are born into Adam.
Who of you needed to teach your baby or young toddler to challenge
your authority? They didn’t learn rebellion from anyone… they
inherited it from you! When you give your child a hiding for their
rebellion to authority… you are trying to beat yourself out of them…
because they got that from you!... and you got it from Adam… who
got it from Satan!
The Christian however, is a new creation in Christ… we have died to
the old realm of Satan and sin and death in Adam… and we are made
alive in Christ to live entirely new lives in willing and worshipful
submission to God.

© Clinton Stone (Honeyridge Baptist Church)

4.
And so Paul wants to press home the practical nature of this new life
in Christ… this radical Gospel transformation of offering our bodies as
living sacrifices to God… by addressing our attitude towards the
Government:
Romans 13:1–2 (ESV) — 1 Let every person be subject to the
governing authorities. For there is no authority except from
God, and those that exist have been instituted by God. 2
Therefore whoever resists the authorities resists what God has
appointed, and those who resist will incur judgment.
Now – as we read these verses – all kinds of emotions and excuses
rise up within us… don’t they? Things like… “But Paul doesn’t know
how corrupt our government is!”… or “Paul could not possibly mean
that – because our government doesn’t acknowledge God at all… in
actual fact they oppose God and our Christian values...”
Well – just to get those excuses out the way before we start… Let me
remind you that Paul was writing to the church in Rome!… The Capital
City of the Roman Empire… at the time when the emperor was Nero!
Nero’s rule was characterized by the tyranny of absolute power… by
the extravagance of extreme wealth and corruption… and he was a
great hater and persecutor of the Christians.
So when Paul writes these verses to the church in Rome… Paul was
very much aware that no government is perfect… and that the Person
ruling over them at that time was a violent and wicked man… He was
directly opposed to God… opposed to Christians… and full of
corruption and tyranny.
But despite this reality… Paul is calling the believers in Rome to think
about their government with a renewed mind… a mind transformed
by the Gospel… and he tells them to submit themselves to the
government because they exist… and are in power… as an institution
of God himself.
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And then he goes even further in vs 2 to say that whoever resists the
government… is resisting that which God has appointed… and
therefore will incur judgment… both of the government themselves
(vs 4) … but more specifically – he is referring to the judgment of God.
(→ vs 5)
Now – this should immediately challenge the way that we so often
think and speak about our Government, and then act as citizens
towards our government. We speak against the Government, we are
speaking against that which God himself has instituted.
Now – let’s see Paul’s general attitude towards the Government –
remembering that the Roman Empire was far from being a model of
godly governance…
He says in vs 3…
Romans 13:3–4 (ESV) — 3 For rulers are not a terror to good
conduct, but to bad. Would you have no fear of the one who is
in authority? Then do what is good, and you will receive his
approval, 4 for he is God’s servant for your good. But if you do
wrong, be afraid, for he does not bear the sword in vain. For
he is the servant of God, an avenger who carries out God’s
wrath on the wrongdoer.
So Paul reminds us that ALL governments are instituted by God… and
whether they acknowledge God or not… Whether they honour God’s
ways or not… they are nonetheless a servant of God for our good!
Governments – as part of God’s common grace to mankind – are
instituted by God to serve the good of the people… and to act as
God’s agents of wrath against those who do evil.
And while no government is perfect… and never will be... we are
called to acknowledge that they are in power by God’s appointment…
and are serving God’s purposes… They are God’s Servants!
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Now – how you respond to what Paul says in these verses - reveals
much more about your faith in God… than it does about your faith in
our government.
Often we feel that we should boycott the government… or oppose
their leadership… and even feel justified in slandering them… because
of their corruption, or differing political ideologies… or because we
don’t believe our President or our ruling part deserves our support…
(for whatever reason)…
But Paul is reminding us that they are God’s servants… HE has
appointed them… and their authority over us is given to them by
God… Even their authority to execute the death penalty (vs 4)… and
all of this is intended by God for our good.
How they rule… how they use the power and the resources allocated
to them… is ultimately not our problem. (For sure, we have
democratic means to vote for who we would like to rule us, and we
have legal means to challenge and put pressure on the government –
and we should certainly exercise our right in those things)… But
ultimately those in Authority will one day stand and give account
before God of their obedience to his assignment to them… but in the
same way… we are being called to recognize them as God’s appointed
servants… and to remember that we also, will have to stand before
God one day to given an account of our obedience to his assignment
to us… which is to submit to those who rule over us.
So vs 5 then reiterates the same call as vs 1 – Which is that we are to
submit to them …
Romans 13:5 (ESV) — 5 Therefore one must be in subjection,
not only to avoid God’s wrath but also for the sake of
conscience.
Paul now gives
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us two reasons / motivations here for our submission to the
authorities…
i.
ii.

In order to avoid God’s wrath – and that should be
motivation enough… but it is not the best motivation…
The second and better motivation for Christians… in the
light of the Gospel… is because it’s the right thing to do!

Paul appeals to our conscience here… to remind us that we are to
submit to the government… because this is God’s will.
This goes back to Romans 12:2… where Paul said…
Romans 12:2 (ESV) — 2 Do not be conformed to this world,
but be transformed by the renewal of your mind, that by
testing you may discern what is the will of God, what is good
and acceptable and perfect.
So as spiritually renewed people… one practical outworking of
discerning the will of God… what is good and acceptable and perfect…
is our attitude to the Government… and God’s good and perfect will is
that we will submit to the Government, because in doing so we are
submitting to God.
You see – as Christians – we are in a new relationship with God… one
which requires that we submit our entire lives to God as a living
sacrifice… and so we no are longer to see the Government as a
hindrance to our freedom… or as a necessarily evil to keep the wheels
of the economy turning so that we can have a job, and healthcare,
and education… but rather we are called to see the Government as
God’s appointed agents… His servants for our good… and for the
good of society in general…. And therefore, because we submit to
God… we willingly submit to the government as God’s agents of his
authority.
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Now – this Gospel transformed thinking about the Government
changes everything… from the way we view the speed limit… to the
laws about illegally downloading music and movies… to the laws
involving age restrictions for alcohol or Computer games or Movies…
to the laws regarding the paying of Taxes!
Everything changes – when we see the government in the light of our
new relationship to God.
TEST CASE: There is no better way to test if we really get this… than to
talk about money… specifically to talk about Taxes… because paying
taxes not only impacts our bottom line… but the Taxes we pay are
used to fund the government!
Now, to illustrate our wrong attitude to Taxes… take a look at this
picture…

Now – obviously we find this quite funny – but it reveals a thinking
which has not yet been transformed by the Gospel when it comes to
the government… because the picture of this boy… is simply a picture
of you and me when we have to pay our taxes!
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So if our hearts are not right before God on this matter… we will have
two very strong reasons not to pay the taxes which are demanded of
us:
i.
ii.

Because we want to keep more money for ourselves…
Because we don’t want the government to get what they
demand.

The one reason is Selfish… The other is Rebellious! I want more… and
they will not get what is mine!
So Paul goes on in vs 6&7…
Romans 13:6 (ESV) — 6 For because of this you also pay taxes,
for the authorities are ministers of God, attending to this very
thing.
Now - “Because of this”… is referring to the sake of Conscience in vs
5… where Paul now says that one of the practical ways we submit to
the Authorities… because it is the right thing to do… because it is
God’s good, pleasing and perfect will… is by paying our taxes!
And he reminds us again… for the 5th time in these verses!!! … that
the authorities are servants of God… ministers of God… appointed by
God to do the work which God has entrusted to them.
But here is where things really get sticky… because if it is hard enough
for us to get our hearts around willing submission to the Government
in terms of paying them TAXES… he goes even further in vs 7 where
he asks us to pay them much more…
7

Pay to all what is owed to them: taxes to whom taxes are
owed, revenue to whom revenue is owed, respect to whom
respect is owed, honor to whom honor is owed.
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You see – the paying of Taxes & Revenue… is a practical outworking of
a much more important heart attitude… which is that of paying
respect and honour to those whom God has appointed over you….
Whether you like them or not… Whether you agree with them or not.
For many Christians… they will pay taxes… only because of the fear of
facing the wrath of SARS… and being caught and thrown into jail… so
they pay the money… but forget respect… forget honour!
No – says Paul – God is calling us to see the Government as his
agents… as his servants… appointed by HIM to do his will… and this is
for our good.
So our payment of taxes to SARS is to be done out of a heart which
Respects and Honours those in Government for the position which
God has entrusted to them.
We have to see this from God’s perspective… and when we do it will
totally transform the way we not only view the Government… but the
way we view this most practical aspect of paying our Taxes.
God is the ultimate Authority… He is the source of life itself… He is the
source of Justice and equity… He is the source of every good thing…
and so in God’s world… he has chosen to appoint Governments, and
Kings and Rulers and Presidents… as his servants to create an
environment of Law and Order… of Health and Education… of
Economic growth and employment… of Safety and Security.
You and I … we then grow up in this land under our government… and
are educated… protected… provided for… and given the opportunities
to grow… and so as we take those things which God has provided
through our government… and as we grow and flourish in this
country… where God has put us… we owe it to GOD… to pay our
taxes… willingly and to the amount required… We respect and honour
them… in order for God to continue to bless our country through the
government he has appointed.
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So when we see it like this… in one sense… paying our taxes to the
Government… is a very similar principle… to paying our Tithes and
Offerings to the Lord’s work in the Church → We do it first and
foremost as an expression of our genuine submission to God… out of
genuine gratitude to God… and in genuine dependence on God!
So if you are struggling to pay your Taxes… a Gospel renewed
perspective will help you to see that you owe those taxes in
proportion to God’s blessing in your life!... Not because the
government deserves it… not because the Government will
necessarily use it the way you think they should… but because God
requires it from you… in order for the Government to do what God
requires of them.
Now, I know it seems a fearful thing to Submit to a government which
is openly corrupt… to submit to a government which often seems
incompetent… and unjust… even hostile to God… To pay Taxes to a
government where it gets wasted… But that ultimately is God’s
business! God has appointed them and he will deal with them.
Our responsibility is to pay what God says we owe them… because in
the light of the Gospel… we owe everything we have to God!
//
Now –Before we close this morning… I do want to address two real
and practical questions which flow out from this…
The first one is this:
Q1: Is Paul commanding that we must obey the Government at all
costs… even when the Government requires us to disobey God?
A1: And the answer to that is clearly No!
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What you will notice in vs 1 & 5… Depending on your translation… is
not the word “obey”… but the word “submit” or be in “subjection” to
the governing authorities …
Now – you might think I am just playing with words… because
submission surely implies obedience… and it generally speaking
does… but the command given to us here in vs 1… and vs 5… is a call
to submission.
Now, why is that distinction important?
You see, the word Submission implies authority… not simply blind
obedience… but obedience which follows the chain of command…
and Paul has made it clear in these verses that the chain of command
leads all the way up to God!
The exact same principle applies in Eph 5, where Paul calls wives to
submit to their husbands… or in Eph 6 where he calls children to obey
their parents… or slaves to obey their masters.
Paul is not simply calling us to a blind obedience to whatever is
commanded by anyone who is over us… but he is calling us to willing
submission to those whom God has appointed in the chain of
command over you… All under Christ… who himself is under God!
Col 2:10 says that Jesus Christ … “is the head over every ruler and
authority”… and 1 Cor 11:3 says “that Christ is the head of every man,
and the man is the head of the woman, and God is the head of Christ.”
God is the only supreme authority to whom we must always submit…
and therefore always obey… and the Government which God has
placed over us, has a “derived” authority which is binding over us
only in so far as they require things which do not contradict the clear
commands and principles of God.
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Now – this derived authority under God affects us in BOTH
directions… both in terms of good things which they forbid… but also
in terms of bad or evil things which they allow or commend… In both
cases we are bound to the higher authority which is God.
So, just because the Government says that certain things are legal…
or even good and commended… like abortion… or same-sex
marriages… or gambling… or recreational dagga… does not mean that
those things are right for us to do, because they violate clear
principles in God’s word… They contradict the Law of Christ.
Similarly – if our government outlaws the freedom of religion, or the
discipline of our children according to the scriptures… or the right to
meet to worship God according to the bible… then we are bound to
the higher authority which is God himself.
So we have numerous examples of this in scripture… where people
have disobeyed government orders in order to rather obey God (i.e
the Hebrew midwives in Egypt – commanded to kill every baby boy…
or Daniel and his three friends in Babylon – commanded to bow down
to the Statue of the King)… but we also have the clear teaching of this
matter in the NT in Acts 5:29
When Peter and the apostles of Jesus were strictly forbidden to
preach and teach the gospel of salvation in Jesus Christ… They
responded to the rulers as follows:
Acts 5:29 (ESV) — 29 “We must obey God rather than men.”
Now – here is where this gets sticky! … because in those instances
where we are required to submit to the higher authority of God… in
such a way as will result in us breaking the laws of the Government…
then we are still required to submit humbly to the punishment or
consequence of the Government… which has been instituted by God.
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For Daniel… that meant being thrown into the Lion’s den… for
Shadrack, Meshack and Abednego… that meant being thrown into the
fiery furnace… For the Disciples after Pentecost that meant being
beaten and thrown into prison… and For Christians who hid the Jews
during the Holocaust… that meant prison and death.
But if God brings those situations across our path… where we are
required to choose between following God or following men… we are
to obey God wholeheartedly… and to leave the consequences up to
God.
When King Nebuchadnezzar threatened Shadrack, Meshack and
Abednego with imminent death of being burned alive if they would
not bow down and worship his image… Listen to what they said…
Daniel 3:16–18 (NIV) — 16 “King Nebuchadnezzar, we do not
need to defend ourselves before you in this matter. 17 If we are
thrown into the blazing furnace, the God we serve is able to
deliver us from it, and he will deliver us from Your Majesty’s
hand. 18 But even if he does not, we want you to know, Your
Majesty, that we will not serve your gods or worship the
image of gold you have set up.”
Wholehearted obedience to God, while still respectfully honouring
the authorities whom God placed over them… and accepting the
consequence of their obedience to God without bitterness or strife.
//
Then the second practical question which comes out of this section is
this…
Q2: How do I practically Honour and Respect the Government which
God has placed over us in this country?
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A2: And the simple Answer is obviously through willing submission to
all the laws and regulations of the country (including paying your TV
License, e-tolls and taxes)… but there is also another very important
and practical way which we see in Scripture… which is to pray for
those who lead our country.
We see this in both the Old and the New testaments…
In the Old Testament… when the People of Israel had been taken into
exile by the Babylonians… their gut reaction to this irreligious and
pagan government was to remain isolated – hoping to have as little to
do with anyone or anything in Babylon. As slaves… the last thing on
their mind was to willingly submit themselves to this pagan
government…
And into that context – Jeremiah brings the people a word from the
LORD which they never expected…
Jeremiah 29:4–7 (CSB) — 4 This is what the LORD of Armies,
the God of Israel, says to all the exiles I deported from
Jerusalem to Babylon: 5 “Build houses and live in them. Plant
gardens and eat their produce. 6 Find wives for yourselves, and
have sons and daughters. Find wives for your sons and give
your daughters to men in marriage so that they may bear sons
and daughters. Multiply there; do not decrease. 7 Pursue the
well-being [Shalom] of the city I have deported you to. Pray to
the LORD on its behalf, for when it thrives, you will thrive.”
Do you see the heart of God for his people in Babylon? … It was not to
take the first opportunity to get out of there… but rather, God’s heart
was for them to settle down… in that wicked, corrupt and violent
city… and to multiply… to multiply not just numerically but in terms of
spiritual influence… where God had placed them… And to pursue and
to pray for the City’s Shalom… Peace / Well-being / Wholeness /
Prosperity… for if the city thrived… God’s people would thrive!

© Clinton Stone (Honeyridge Baptist Church)

16.
And then again… in the New Testament … there are various appeals to
honour our rulers and those in authority over us (1 Pet 2:17; Titus 3:12) … but in 1 Timothy particularly … Paul reminds Timothy of the
special place and responsibility we have as Christians to Pray for our
Government…
1 Timothy 2:1–4 (CSB) — 1 First of all, then, I urge that
petitions, prayers, intercessions, and thanksgivings be made
for everyone, 2 for kings and all those who are in authority,
so that we may lead a tranquil and quiet life in all godliness
and dignity. 3 This is good, and it pleases God our Savior, 4 who
wants everyone to be saved and to come to the knowledge of
the truth.
Here in 1 Timothy… Paul actually links our praying for our President
and his Government … with God’s purposes in the Gospel… not just so
that we will live peaceful, quiet, prosperous lives… but that the people
of our country will be saved and will come to a knowledge of the
truth.
Maybe one of the reasons we are not seeing many conversions these
days… is because we are not being obedient to God in this matter of
honouring our government… and praying for all those in Authority
over us as the Gospel requires.
Conclusion
So as we end this section here today, I pray that God will help us to
consider this matter of our Gospel transformed heart towards our
government… in the light of Jesus Christ… who, [though he existed] in
the form of God, did not consider equality with God as something to
be exploited. 7 Instead he emptied himself by assuming the form of a
servant, taking on the likeness of humanity. And when he had come as
a man, 8 he humbled himself by becoming obedient to the point of
death— even to death on a cross. 9 For this reason God highly exalted
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him and gave him the name that is above every name, 10 so that at the
name of Jesus every knee will bow— in heaven and on earth and
under the earth— 11 and every tongue will confess that Jesus Christ is
Lord, to the glory of God the Father. (Phil 2:5-11)
This Jesus is both our example of human submission to earthly
authority under God… and at the same time the object of our worship
and obedience as our exalted king!
The Gospel truly does change everything.
Let us pray.

Philippians 2:12–16 (CSB) — 12 Therefore, my dear friends, just as you
have always obeyed, so now, not only in my presence but even more in
my absence, work out your own salvation with fear and trembling. 13
For it is God who is working in you both to will and to work according
to his good purpose. 14 Do everything without grumbling and arguing,
15
so that you may be blameless and pure, children of God who are
faultless in a crooked and perverted generation, among whom you
shine like stars in the world, 16 by holding firm to the word of life.
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