1.
Honeyridge Baptist Church
#16 – Romans 9:30 – 10:21
Man’s Responsibility to Believe
Introduction
We’ve spent the last two weeks considering together the very
important and yet also very difficult doctrine of the love of God… as
revealed to us through the Paul’s teaching on God’s sovereign choice
in Election…
We saw in Romans 9 that God graciously chooses certain sinful
objects of wrath… which we all are in Adam… in order to Show his
Mercy and Compassion to them. He chooses them to become the
objects of his mercy – vessels which he has prepared from before the
foundation of the world for glory.
And so, while there are many churches where you will never hear a
single sermon on Election… Tim Keller in his book on Preaching
explains that Expository preaching, as we are doing here at
Honeyridge… as we work through whole books of the bible, chapter
by chapter, and verse by verse… forces the pastor to deal openly and
honestly with every part of God’s word… not allowing him the choice
to skip over certain passages which are difficult or unpopular.
And so that is what we have done over the last two Sundays in
Romans 9…
But another danger of NOT doing expository preaching is not simply
that a pastor may choose to avoid certain difficult passages… but that
he may also choose to only focus his attention on those parts of
scripture which he likes or which he knows his congregation will like…
and in doing so, will give a one sided or lopsided view of God and his
salvation…
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And so while some pastors might totally avoid preaching on the
Doctrine of Election… others might focus too much on the Sovereignty
of God in salvation… thus giving the impression that the bible has
nothing to say about Man’s responsibility in the process.
The majority of the feedback I have had over the past two weeks
regarding my preaching of Romans 9, has not been focussed on what I
said from the text itself… but has been focussed on how the
Sovereignty of God is perceived to remove the “Free-Will” of man…
with the implication that if election is True… Then man loses his free
will… which then means that we are just puppets on a string in God’s
story of history.
And again, one of the comforts I have in preaching what I have
preached over the last two weeks, is that the response which I have
had to Romans 9, is the same the response which Paul got… which
makes me think that we are hopefully on the right track!
So Paul knows that his teaching on Election will solicit the response of
“That’s not fair! Election makes God unjust!” and we saw how he
addresses that issue head on in vs 14-18.
He also knows that a second response to the doctrine of election is
one of Fatalism… “If God has pre-determined who to save… Then how
can he find fault with anyone… for Who can resist his will?” … and so
he has gone on to answer that objection in vs 19-29.
But now from 9:30-10:21, Paul continues to address the Fatalist
argument… by teaching about man’s responsibility to believe in Jesus
Christ… just as clearly as he has previously taught about God’s
sovereignty in choosing whomever he wills to save…
And so our responsibility as Christians is not to pretend that the Bible
only contains Romans 9… nor to pretend that the bible only contains
Romans 10.
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What we need to realize here is that we are delving into the depths of
God’s eternal purposes in redemption… and seeking to understand
the doctrine of salvation from our human perspective, … and so we
need to let God’s word speak – recognizing that what God says in
BOTH Romans 9 AND Romans 10 is the TRUTH.
There is no contradiction in God’s word… and so the absolute
sovereignty of God over Salvation… AND… Man’s responsibility to
believe… are two truths which God’s word teaches… and which we
are to hold in tension.
It’s like two weights hanging from a pulley… If we try to elevate God’s
sovereignty too much… we lower the implications of what God’s word
teaches about Man’s responsibility to believe.
Similarly, if we try to elevate the free-will of man too much, we lower
the teaching and implications of God’s sovereignty.
And if we cut the rope, then both fall to the floor!
So – todays passage shows us the wonderful balance contained in
God’s word… as we shift focus from God’s sovereign choice in Election
in Romans 9… to Man’s responsibility to believe in Romans 10.
So, lets come to the text and in the first place, I want us to see:
1. The Futility of Works in Salvation (vs 9:30-10:4)
Now, we come in these verses to a topic which Paul has dealt with
quite extensively in Romans 3:27- 4:25… in which Paul made it
abundantly clear that no one is ever Justified by Works… or by
Circumcision… or by obedience to the Law of God.
But in these verses, Paul is continuing his argument from Chapter
9:6… to show that the Word of God has not failed… God has not been
unfaithful to his promises to Israel… even though the majority of the
ethnic nation has rejected Christ and are not saved.
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He argues in Chapter 9 that God is faithful to his promises because
there is a True Israel… a Spiritual remnant which exists within ethnic
Israel… those who have put their faith in Jesus Christ. They are being
saved… and are receiving all the promises of God to his people… and
this True Israel is made up of some believing Jews… and some
believing Gentiles…
But now he wants us to see that the plight of the rest of Jews … is
NOT because God has failed in his promises to them… but because the
Jews – for the most part… have chosen to reject the Gospel of Jesus
Christ…
Romans 9:30–10:4 (ESV) — 30 What shall we say, then? That
Gentiles who did not pursue righteousness have attained it,
that is, a righteousness that is by faith; 31 but that Israel who
pursued a law that would lead to righteousness did not
succeed in reaching that law. 32 Why? Because they did not
pursue it by faith, but as if it were based on works.
They have stumbled over the stumbling stone, 33 as it is
written, “Behold, I am laying in Zion a stone of stumbling, and
a rock of offense; and whoever believes in him will not be put
to shame.”
10:1 Brothers, my heart’s desire and prayer to God for them is
that they may be saved. 2 For I bear them witness that they
have a zeal for God, but not according to knowledge. 3 For,
being ignorant of the righteousness of God, and seeking to
establish their own, they did not submit to God’s
righteousness. 4 For Christ is the end of the law for
righteousness to everyone who believes.
So - Why is it, according to Paul… that Jews for the most part are not
being saved? Is it because God’s word has failed? Is it because God
has broken his covenant promises?
And his answer is Absolutely Not!
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The reason the majority of Jews are not being saved is because they
have sought a salvation which is by Works… through obedience to the
Law of God… and not a salvation which is by Faith in Jesus Christ.
Paul then makes a point in vs 33 which is a well-established truth in
the New Testament (1 Cor 1:23 / 1 Pet 2:6-8)… that Jesus Christ is the
precious cornerstone which God has laid in Zion - the cornerstone on
which his true Israel is being built… and yet it was the preaching of
Jesus Christ and him crucified… that resulted in the Jews stumbling
and falling away.
We can illustrate the situation like this…
The whole Old Testament… from Genesis- Malachi… has been the
progressive revelation of God’s plan of redemption – to his people
Israel… and all the types and shadows and promises and prophecies…
have been like a path which was intended to lead the people to Jesus.
At some points along the way… the path was not all that clear… at
other times it seemed a bit windy… but at other times, the path to the
coming of Jesus Christ was straight and bright… Nevertheless, all the
time… the Path to Jesus was being unfolded…
And as the Jews searched the law intently to see where the path was
leading… the day dawned when Jesus came to earth… and there in the
middle of the path was this massive cornerstone!
But instead of looking back at the path through the pages of the Old
Testament… and seeing that this Jesus was the rock on which their
salvation was founded… instead we find that they are so focussed on
the path… that instead of it leading them to the Chosen and Precious
cornerstone of their salvation… this same Jesus becomes for them an
obstacle… a rock of offense… and a stone over which they stumbled.
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This is exactly what Jesus explained in John 5, as he addressed this
problem of unbelief in the Jews….
Jesus said to them…
John 5:39–40 (ESV) — 39 You search the Scriptures because
you think that in them you have eternal life; and it is they that
bear witness about me, 40 yet you refuse to come to me that
you may have life.
The Law of God, and all the shadows of the Temple, and Priests, and
Sacrifices, and Washings, and the Prophets and the Kings…. These
things were not the reality… but were simply the pathway to Jesus!
But the Jews then… as they still do today… look to the law itself to
provide them with salvation… instead of seeing that it all points to
Jesus – their only hope for salvation.
We see in 10:1 Paul’s passion and deep desire for his Jewish brothers
and sisters to be saved… something we considered last time in
Chapter 9… and now he explains their problem… They have a Zeal for
God… but not according to Knowledge.
Their Zeal for God was seen in their religious works… Their festivals
and religious services… in washings… and sacrifices… and rules and
regulations… and yet all this Zeal, he says, was without knowledge.
Now, I don’t know of a single person who claims to be a Christian who
comes close to the religious Zeal and fervour of the Jews in Jesus’
day… or even the religious zeal of orthodox Jews today… Not even
close!
So if there ever was hope that salvation could be obtained through
religious zeal… it is the Jews who would fill the halls of heaven… but
instead Paul says the opposite… The majority of Jews were not going
to heaven… Because they lacked knloweldge.
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And the context is clear in vs 3-4 about what knowledge they lacked…
It was the knowledge of Jesus Christ… and a righteousness which does
not come through the obedience of our doing… but a righteousness
which comes through faith in what Jesus has already done for us!
That is what was missing! Faith in Jesus Christ!
//
So Paul has shown us that the Jews were not being saved, NOT
because the Word of God which had failed… but because of the
futility of their own works which they trusted to save them, instead of
trusting in the righteousness of God which comes by faith.
But now he needs to show us that this lack of the knowledge of Jesus
Christ… this lack of faith in Jesus Christ… is not because they have not
heard or understood the gospel… and so in the second place, we see:
2. The Accessibility of the Gospel (vs 5-13)
We must remember that Paul is still seeking to address the accusation
that God’s word has failed in his promises to the Jews, and so now he
wants us to see that their failure to be saved is not because the
Gospel is unavailable to them… but because they have rejected it.
Paul is wanting to show that Jews have had full access to God’s
salvation through the preaching of the Gospel… so that if they do not
believe – it is not for lack of accessibility…
Lets look first at vs 5-8…
Romans 10:5–8 (ESV) — 5 For Moses writes about the
righteousness that is based on the law, that the person who
does the commandments shall live by them. 6 But the
righteousness based on faith says, “Do not say in your heart,
‘Who will ascend into heaven?’ ” (that is, to bring Christ down)
7
“or ‘Who will descend into the abyss?’ ” (that is, to bring
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Christ up from the dead). 8 But what does it say? “The word is
near you, in your mouth and in your heart” (that is, the word
of faith that we proclaim);
Now this is not a straightforward quotation from the OT, because the
original context is actually referring to the Law of God in Deut 30…
And so I think it is helpful to read these verses in their original
context… (So please turn with me to Deut 30)
Right at the end of Moses’ life, he concludes his instructions to the
people by explaining to them the blessings of obeying all the Law of
God … and then the curses of God if they choose to disobey…
Then, regarding the whole Law of God, Moses says this…
Deuteronomy 30:11–15 (ESV) — 11 “For this commandment
that I command you today is not too hard for you, neither is it
far off. 12 It is not in heaven, that you should say, ‘Who will
ascend to heaven for us and bring it to us, that we may hear it
and do it?’ 13 Neither is it beyond the sea, that you should say,
‘Who will go over the sea for us and bring it to us, that we
may hear it and do it?’ 14 But the word is very near you. It is in
your mouth and in your heart, so that you can do it. 15 “See, I
have set before you today life and good, death and evil.
Deuteronomy 30:19 (ESV) — 19 I call heaven and earth to
witness against you today, that I have set before you life and
death, blessing and curse. Therefore choose life, that you and
your offspring may live,
Now, we know that the people of Israel failed miserably to choose
life! The whole history of the OT is a record of constant disobedience
to the Law of God… and failure to choose life!
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But what Paul does here is very clever… He is making the point that
the reason Israel did not receive the blessings of God under the Old
Covenant as promised… is not because they didn’t know or
understand the Law of God… but simply because they chose to
disobey it!
And now he presents a similar critique of the Jews of his day, and
their failure to participate in the wonderful blessings of Justification
by faith being presented to them in the New Covenant!
Speaking of the Gospel then in vs 6-8… Paul explains that Jesus is not
high up in heaven where someone must go and fetch him for them…
neither is he in the place of the dead… where is impossible to find
him… No! Jesus is the Good News that has come down from heaven…
and he has risen from the dead… and so the Gospel of salvation is
right here in their midst… fully accessible…. All they need to do is to
choose Life! They need to choose to believe it!
And so that is exactly what he reaffirms in vs 9-13…
Romans 10:9–13 (ESV) — 9because, if you confess with your
mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God
raised him from the dead, you will be saved. 10 For with the
heart one believes and is justified, and with the mouth one
confesses and is saved. 11 For the Scripture says, “Everyone
who believes in him will not be put to shame.” 12 For there is
no distinction between Jew and Greek; for the same Lord is
Lord of all, bestowing his riches on all who call on him. 13 For
“everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.”
So, after establishing the point that the gospel is accessible to the
Jews… he comes back to his point in this whole section about the
God’s faithfulness to his word in the salvation of the True Israel… the
Spiritual Israel… and says that there is no Distinction between Jew and
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Greek… There is one Lord… One Gospel… One Salvation… and it is
fully accessible to whoever will call on the name of Jesus.
//
And so here we see an important application when we come to think
about the Doctrine of Election…
Paul – has taught the Sovereignty of God in election in no uncertain
terms in chapter 9… but now he teaches an equally important truth…
i.e. The Jews are not being saved… NOT because they were NOT
Elected… although that point could be made from Chapter 9… but, he
says, it is because they have personally chosen to reject the Gospel.
Similarly then, those who are saved… from both Jews and Gentiles…
are NOT saved because they are elected… although that point could
also be made from Chapter 9… but, he says, they are saved because
they have believed with their hearts and confessed with their mouths,
that Jesus is LORD.
In other words – the bible is teaching us two Truths which Paul has no
problem to hold in tension… and to teach side by side…
Chapter 9 teaches us that God will save whoever he chooses… and
Chapter 10 teaches that God saves whoever believes!
And so we must be very careful to think that we can set the one truth
against the other… or to only teach the one and not the other… for
whenever we ignore the whole counsel of God’s word on this topic of
Salvation… we run the danger of heading into heresy.
God’s word to us in Paul’s letter to the Romans includes Chapter 9…
AND Chapter 10… And what God has joined together…Let no man
separate!!!
//
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In the third place then… Paul wants us to see that not only is the
Gospel accessible… easily understood by even a young child… but the
Jews have also had plenty opportunity to be saved…
3. The Opportunity for Salvation (vs 14-15)
Here Paul goes on to explain how God accomplishes salvation through the preaching of the gospel…
Romans 10:14–15 (ESV) — 14 How then will they call on him in
whom they have not believed? And how are they to believe in
him of whom they have never heard? And how are they to
hear without someone preaching? 15 And how are they to
preach unless they are sent? As it is written, “How beautiful
are the feet of those who preach the good news!”
So the method which God has chosen to bring about the Salvation of
the lost… of both Jews and Gentiles… is through the preaching of the
Gospel.
And his point here is brief and clear… The gospel has been proclaimed
to the Jews… in actual fact it was proclaimed to the Jews first… both
by Jesus himself in his three years of public ministry… but then in an
ongoing way by the Apostles in Jerusalem and Judea after Pentecost.
So – Paul is slowly demolishing any arguments or excuses which the
Jews may have had, as to why they did not believe…
It is not because they couldn’t access God’s salvation… because Jesus
brought it right to them… he perfectly accomplished everything the
Law demanded for their salvation … and then died in their place so
that they could be saved. It’s not about Access…
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But it’s not about opportunity… that they didn’t know about God’s
salvation… because Jesus himself and all his apostles… including
Paul… had faithfully proclaimed the Gospel in Jerusalem and Judea
and Samaria… and the message continued to go out to the ends of the
earth…
The opportunity for salvation was right before them! Right now!
So in the final place then, Paul drives home the implication of man’s
responsibility in salvation … by explaining… very seriously…
4. The Rebellion of Unbelief (vs 16-21)
Now – in these last few verses of Chapter 10… Paul pulls together the
two strands of God’s Sovereignty and Man’s Responsibility in a way
which does not compromise either…
He has explained in Chapter 9… using a string of OT quotes… that Not
all Israel is saved, because God has only chosen to set his saving love
on a remnant within Israel…
And then he has gone on in Chapter 10… to show that the rest of
Israel is in their predicament as a direct result of their rejection of the
Gospel through unbelief.
The very Gospel of Jesus which saves some in Chapter 9… is the
stumbling block over which others fall in Chapter 10.
And now Paul shows that this too – was predicted and explained by
the OT prophets…
Romans 10:16 (ESV) — 16 But they have not all obeyed the
gospel. For Isaiah says, “Lord, who has believed what he has
heard from us?”
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Now – we could turn to Isaiah to see what Paul is referring to, but this
is not the first time these words have been quoted in the New
Testament… for John tells us in his Gospel that this prophecy of Isaiah
was fulfilled in the ministry of Jesus…
John 12:36–40 (ESV) —When Jesus had said these things, he
departed and hid himself from them. 37 Though he had done
so many signs before them, they still did not believe in him, 38
so that the word spoken by the prophet Isaiah might be
fulfilled: “Lord, who has believed what he heard from us, and
to whom has the arm of the Lord been revealed?”
39

Therefore they could not believe. For again Isaiah said, 40
“He has blinded their eyes and hardened their heart, lest they
see with their eyes, and understand with their heart, and turn,
and I would heal them.”
So Jesus himself experienced the unbelief of the Jews which Isaiah
predicted… and John has just told us that this unbelief of the Jews was
at the same time God’s sovereignty in blinding their eyes and
hardening their hearts (Rom 9)… as it was their own unwillingness to
believe… and thus to reject the truth of the Gospel. (Rom 10)
So – what is Paul’s point then in all of this?
His Point is vs 17…
Romans 10:17 (ESV) — 17 So faith comes from hearing, and
hearing through the word of Christ.
This is not just his point in this section… this is the whole point of the
letter to the Romans… and what he has been expounding for 10
Chapters... ever since he first explained the Gospel in Chapter 1…
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Romans 1:16–17 (ESV) — 16 For I am not ashamed of the
gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to everyone
who believes, to the Jew first and also to the Greek. 17 For in it
the righteousness of God is revealed [by faith from first to
last], as it is written, “The righteous shall live by faith.”
The bottom line for Paul is that Ethnic Israel is not being saved
because the Jews have rejected Christ… and while this rejection was
predicted… and in a sense is inevitable since everyone born of Adam
is born as a slave to sin and death… nevertheless we cannot squirm
our way out of our responsibility before God to believe the Gospel.
Jesus Christ has made salvation available to ALL… a way which he
accomplished through his death on the cross… a way which is
accessible to anyone who believes… and a way which has been openly
and publicly proclaimed to all.
This then is what Paul reaffirms in these final verses…
Romans 10:18–21 (ESV) — 18 But I ask, have they not heard?
Indeed they have, for “Their voice has gone out to all the
earth, and their words to the ends of the world.” 19 But I ask,
did Israel not understand? First Moses says, “I will make you
jealous of those who are not a nation; with a foolish nation I
will make you angry.” 20 Then Isaiah is so bold as to say, “I
have been found by those who did not seek me; I have shown
myself to those who did not ask for me.” 21 But of Israel he
says, “All day long I have held out my hands to a disobedient
and contrary people.”
Did you see Paul’s questions?
Did Israel not hear the Gospel? Indeed they Did! The Gospel was
being faithfully proclaimed to the then known world…
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Did Israel not Understand? Again, the implied answer is clear… Of
course they understood because this is what Moses and Isaiah
predicted they would do… prophecies which they knew very well…
So why then… Why are they not being saved? Has the Word of God
failed?
No! says Paul… It is not because God has not repeatedly and
consistently offered them Salvation… for as God says…“All day long I
have held out my hands to a disobedient and contrary people.”
Hebrews 3:19 confirms to us that the Jews never entered the
promised rest of God’s salvation, because of the rebellion of unbelief!
Conclusion
Now – that is where we will leave this issue of Israel’s rejection of
Christ in Chapter 10… and when we come to Chapter 11 next time, we
will see whether this disobedience and rebellion and unbelief is
permanent… or if God has something else in store for Ethnic Israel in
future…
But before we close … we must ask ourselves what this passage
means for us today… as those who are hearing this same Gospel
message of Jesus Christ in Johannesburg in 2019…
In 1 Corinthians 10, Paul makes a very strong case of application as to
how we are to respond when we consider the widespread rejection of
Christ by the Jews… both in the past… as well as in the present…
And he says this…
1 Corinthians 10:1–12 (ESV) — 1 For I do not want you to be
unaware, brothers, that our fathers were all under the cloud,
and all passed through the sea, 2 and all were baptized into
Moses in the cloud and in the sea, 3 and all ate the same
spiritual food, 4 and all drank the same spiritual drink.
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For they drank from the spiritual Rock that followed them,
and the Rock was Christ. 5 Nevertheless, with most of them
God was not pleased, for they were overthrown in the
wilderness.
6

Now these things took place as examples for us, that we
might not desire evil as they did. 7 Do not be idolaters as
some of them were; as it is written, “The people sat down to
eat and drink and rose up to play.” 8 We must not indulge in
sexual immorality as some of them did, and twenty-three
thousand fell in a single day. 9 We must not put Christ to the
test, as some of them did and were destroyed by serpents, 10
nor grumble, as some of them did and were destroyed by the
Destroyer. 11 Now these things happened to them as an
example, but they were written down for our instruction, on
whom the end of the ages has come. 12 Therefore let anyone
who thinks that he stands take heed lest he fall.
We will come back to this point next time… when Paul warns the
Gentiles in Chapter 11 of becoming proud of their salvation by faith…
just as the Jews had become proud of their ethnic identity as God’s
chosen people…
But for you and me today… we cannot escape the truth that the only
criteria for salvation is faith in Jesus Christ… and not just that you
once upon a time trusted in Jesus for your salvation… but that you
continue to trust in Jesus today.
Is Jesus Christ and him crucified… foolishness to you? Is faith in his
competed work on the cross a stumbling block to you today, because
you have not submitted to the righteousness of God?
Or is this Jesus… the stone that the builders rejected… is he your
cornerstone… the foundation of your faith… and is he the rock on
which your life is being built?
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Hebrews 3:7–8 (ESV) — 7 Therefore, as the Holy Spirit says, “Today, if
you hear his voice, 8 do not harden your hearts…
The undeniable reality of Romans 10 and the preaching of the gospel
today is this… that you will either leave here today Trusting in Jesus
Christ more than when you came in… or you will leave here today…
further hardened in your unbelief…
There is no middle ground!
So can I appeal to you as Moses did… as Paul Did… to Choose Life… by
trusting in Jesus Christ today.

1 Thessalonians 3:12–13 (CSB) — 12 And may the Lord cause you to
increase and overflow with love for one another and for everyone, just
as we do for you. 13 May he make your hearts blameless in holiness
before our God and Father at the coming of our Lord Jesus with all his
saints. Amen
Revelation 3:5–6 (CSB) — 5 “In the same way, the one who conquers
will be dressed in white clothes, and I will never erase his name from
the book of life but will acknowledge his name before my Father and
before his angels. 6 “Let anyone who has ears to hear listen to what
the Spirit says to the churches.
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