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Mooi River Baptist Church
#15 – Romans 9:1-29
God’s Sovereign Choice in Election – Part 1
Introduction
When people hear that I have started my ministry at Honeyridge this
year by working through the book of Romans, a common response
has been… “You’re a Brave Man!” … and that comment usually stems
from what we are going to consider together over the next couple
weeks as we consider together Romans 9-11.
These next three chapters are the source of much controversy among
Christians… because they deals particularly with two very emotive and
hotly debated topics… Namely that of the Doctrine of Election… and
secondly the Place of Israel in the Plans of God.
Divisions and interpretations within Christianity on these two topics
abound… differences which divide Arminian and Calvinists, Reformed
and Charismatic, Covenantal and Dispensational… and even within
any one of these groups… you will still find various differences of
opinion.
Romans 9-11 however is an absolutely crucial portion of God’s word
which we need to study as a church... which we need to understand in
the overall context of Romans 1-16… and which we need to seek to
apply to ourselves in the 21st century.
Ever since the establishment of the modern State of Israel in 1948,
there has been an intensity of focus on these chapters that was
perhaps missing in much of the previous 2000 years of Christianity…
with many people now coming to these chapters to prove their views
regarding Israel… and very often without considering the context into
which Paul wrote these verses… and without seeking to understand
Paul’s purpose in writing these chapters.
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So I am hoping, that as we come to these chapters today… having
spent 14 weeks so far in Romans 1-8… that we will not come to these
chapters with any agenda… but to come and study these verses as we
have been doing for week by week… to see the flow of Paul’s
argument from the very beginning of the letter, and to see what God
is trying to teach us.
Now, I recently heard a preacher on Romans 9 claim that the
predominant view of the Christian church throughout history has
been what is called “Replacement Theology”… which says that the
New Testament Church of Jesus Christ has replaced God’s people
Israel… and thus there is no future for Israel in God’s plan of salvation.
He then went on to say, that as a result of this teaching, that
numerous theologians and historians agree that a major cause behind
the horrors of the Nazi holocaust is a Christian church who forgot her
Jewish roots, and there is blood on our hands having done so.
Now, while there have certainly been some groups of Christians over
the history of the church who have held to various degrees of
“replacement theology”… and while it may be true that the Christian
church did not do enough to oppose the evil agenda of Nazi
Germany… Is it true that historic orthodox Christianity is behind the
horrors of the Holocaust?
Now, the agenda of those who speak like this is clear… They are using
a kind of spiritual bullying tactic… to push a certain theological and
often political agenda… in order to pressure Christians around the
world to rise up in unison to support the modern day State of Israel…
both financially, and politically and militarily... and if we don’t… we
are said to be under a curse of God for standing against his chosen
people Israel.
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Now these are serious accusations being levelled against the church,
and so we must ask if they are true? We must examine ourselves and
our views in the light of God’s word to see what God is saying.
So – I trust that as we study these chapters over the next few weeks,
we will find the answers to these questions from God’s word.
But, I mention this by way of introduction today, because I want you
to understand how relevant this study is to us as Christians in 2019…
but also how emotive this topic can be… and I want us to try and
avoid the dangers of imposing a certain theological or ideological
framework onto this text… where we try to manipulate this text to
support our views regarding the doctrine of Election and the Nation of
Israel.
Now, I’m fully aware that this is more easily said than done… and that
I certainly also do have a theological framework which influences and
affects my thinking as I come to this passage… as is the case for each
of you today… but what I hope to show you from God’s word is what
the text says… and does not say… and to ask the Holy Spirit to help us
in our study of this passage… to understand what God would have us
learn from Romans 9-11.
So let’s ask God to help us do this now…
Well, lets turn to Romans 9 – and we will only be able to get half way
today… but lets keep this passage open before us as we work our way
through the first 13 verses.
In the first place then, I want us to see:
1. God's Election of Physical Israel (vs 1-5)
If you are reading Paul’s letter for the first time… and reading it
straight through… you cannot help but notice a massive shift in Paul’s
tone as you transition from Chapter 8 into Chapter 9.
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Chapter 8 has been a wonderful exposition of God’s plan of future
glory which awaits the children of God… and the assurance of that
Plan which rests in God’s sovereign grace of salvation in which he has
determined before the foundation of the world to save a people for
himself.
We ended Chapter 8 with some of the most wonderfully comforting
and assuring words in all of the bible… Let me read them again…
running straight through into Chapter 9…
Romans 8:37–39 (ESV) — 37 No, in all these things we are
more than conquerors through him who loved us. 38 For I am
sure that neither death nor life, nor angels nor rulers, nor
things present nor things to come, nor powers, 39 nor height
nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to
separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.
Romans 9:1–3 (ESV) — 1 I am speaking the truth in Christ—I
am not lying; my conscience bears me witness in the Holy
Spirit— 2 that I have great sorrow and unceasing anguish in
my heart. 3 For I could wish that I myself were accursed and
cut off from Christ for the sake of my brothers, my kinsmen
according to the flesh.
Did you notice the change in Paul’s tone? What is going on here? How
can Paul go from the heights of praising God for his incredible
salvation to us in Christ… down to the depths of great sorrow and
unceasing anguish?
Well – the cause of this shift – is the reality that while Paul has been
exalting the wonderful blessings of our salvation in the previous
chapters… he cannot help but be overcome with grief over the fact
that most of his fellow Jews according to the flesh… have rejected
Jesus Christ… and are hardened in their unbelief… and remain under
the wrath of God.
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I am sure you can all understand something of Paul’s emotions… if
you have a parent, or sibling or child or other close family member…
who despite knowing about the things of God… have rejected Jesus
Christ… and are living under the wrath of God… and you realize what
that means for them for all eternity if they do not repent.
So can you imagine then, Paul’s grief and sorrow… when he considers
the plight of not just one or two Jewish family members, but the vast
majority of the entire nation of his fellow Jews… seeing them firmly
established in their rejection of Jesus… and hardened in their rebellion
against such a great salvation.
But is that all that saddens Paul? Is it just a human sorrow over his
ethnic family bonds which grieves Paul? Or is there something more
to his grief?
I want you see that there is certainly much more to his great sorrow
and anguish… and it is this… That his fellow Jews… the People of
Israel… had known the election of God… They were God’s chosen
people… They alone… above all the nations of the earth… had been
established by God out of nothing… to be his chosen vessel to bring
blessing and salvation to all people... and after all that privilege… after
all that spiritual heritage… they had rejected the one to whom all
these promises pointed… and through whom all these promises to
would be fulfilled.
This is what is behind the sorrow and anguish of Paul! We read…
Deuteronomy 7:6–8 (ESV) — 6 “For you are a people holy to the LORD
your God. The LORD your God has chosen you to be a people for his
treasured possession, out of all the peoples who are on the face of the
earth. 7 It was not because you were more in number than any other
people that the LORD set his love on you and chose you, for you were
the fewest of all peoples, 8 but it is because the LORD loves you and is
keeping the oath that he swore to your fathers, that the LORD has
brought you out with a mighty hand and redeemed you from the
house of slavery, from the hand of Pharaoh king of Egypt.
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Again in the Prophet Amos we read….
Amos 3:1–2 (ESV) — 1 Hear this word that the LORD has
spoken against you, O people of Israel, against the whole
family that I brought up out of the land of Egypt: 2 “You only
have I known [chosen] of all the families of the earth…
No matter what Paul will go on to say about God’s election in the rest
of these chapters, we must start with a clear acknowledgement that
the Nation of Israel was created by God… out of nothing… when God
sovereignly chose to set his love on a pagan man called Abram… and
made a covenant with this man… a covenant which Abraham believed
… and thus his faith was credited to him as Righteousness (We looked
at this in detail in Romans 4).
So Paul’s sorrow over the Jews rejection of Christ is increased… much
more than simply family or racial ties… because of the incredibly
privileged position which Israel occupies in God’s unfolding plan of
salvation.
And so he goes on to tell us something of this special position of Israel
in vs 4…
Romans 9:4–5 (ESV) — 4 They are Israelites, and to them
belong the adoption, the glory, the covenants, the giving of
the law, the worship, and the promises. 5 To them belong the
patriarchs, and from their race, according to the flesh, is the
Christ, who is God over all, blessed forever. Amen.
Notice that Paul doesn’t call them Jews in vs 4… but Israelites! 8x so
far in Romans, Paul has referred to the Jews as Jews… but now he
calls them Israelites!
This is significant because the title of Israelite comes from the
covenant name God gave to Jacob… when he called him Israel… and
thus carries much more theological significance than simply the racial
identity of being a Jew.
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Paul reminds us that his people are those who trace their lineage back
to Jacob… the one who wrestled with God and overcame… and was
given the name Israel. These are the physical offspring of not only of
Jacob… but of his father Isaac… and of his father Abraham.
The whole Old Testament is the record of these special privileges and
blessings in vs 4-5 … given by God to Israel… and to no other nation…
blessings which ultimately culminated in the greatest gift of God to all
of mankind… the coming of the Messiah… Immanuel… God with us…
Our Lord Jesus Christ.
By the way… vs 5 is a wonderful verse which speaks of the
humanity and the deity of Jesus Christ… a man according to
the flesh… and at the same time… God over all… forever
blessed!
//
So, there are very few Christians today, who can doubt or have any
legitimate grounds to say that Israel was not elected by God… Chosen
very specifically as an ethnic, physical nation… through which God’s
plan of redemption was to be unfolded.
So let me just remind you of the foundational promise of God to
Abraham, when God called him out of the land of Ur of the
Chaldeans…
Genesis 12:1–3 (ESV) — 1 Now the LORD said to Abram, “Go
from your country and your kindred and your father’s house to
the land that I will show you. 2 And I will make of you a great
nation, and I will bless you and make your name great, so that
you will be a blessing. 3 I will bless those who bless you, and
him who dishonors you I will curse, and in you all the families
of the earth shall be blessed.”
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So Abraham… this one man… Chosen and called by God.. would
become a great nation, and through him all the nations of the earth
would be blessed…
And then in Genesis 17, God reaffirms and expands his promises to
Abraham…
Genesis 17:1–5 (ESV) — 1 When Abram was ninety-nine years
old the LORD appeared to Abram and said to him, “I am God
Almighty; walk before me, and be blameless, 2 that I may
make my covenant between me and you, and may multiply
you greatly.” 3 Then Abram fell on his face. And God said to
him, 4 “Behold, my covenant is with you, and you shall be the
father of a multitude of nations. 5 No longer shall your name
be called Abram, but your name shall be Abraham, for I have
made you the father of a multitude of nations.
So this then is behind Paul’s grief and sorrow … that this Man
Abraham… was chosen by God… “Elected” by God - to become the
father of many nations… so that all the families of the earth would be
blessed through him… and Abraham’s son was Isaac… and Isaac’s son
was Jacob… who become the father of the twelve tribes of Ethnic
Israel… who now in the majority had rejected Christ!
//
And so as Paul ended Chapter 8… where he praised and exalted God’s
unfailing and eternal love… declaring that NOTHING in all creation can
separate us from the Love of God in Christ Jesus… there would have
been many thoughtful Jews in the church in Rome who would raise an
objection at this point… and would challenge Paul with the obvious
fact that it certainly did seem like God had indeed turned his back on
his people… He had reneged on his promises to Israel… because for
the most part… the Jews were not being saved! Gentiles were flocking
into the church… Gentiles were flocking in to receive the promises of
God to Abraham… but the Jews were rejecting Jesus as their Messiah.
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And so Paul comes now to answer an Objection raised against the
Gospel… “Has the Word of God failed?”
And his answer to this objection is an emphatic “NO! The Word of
God has certainly NOT Failed!”… and the key to his answer lies in
God’s Election of Spiritual Israel… in vs 6-13…
2. God's Election of Spiritual Israel (vs 6-13)
Paul’s defence of the faithfulness of God in these verses, is found in
the fact that while God had certainly elected Israel in the Physical
sense… to be the special nation through which he would accomplish
his purposes of salvation and blessing to the whole world…
nevertheless there was another level of election at work… which
was not based on Race… but on Grace!1
An election… a sovereign choosing… which was not based on physical
race which led to earthly blessing… but an election what was spiritual
and resulted in eternal salvation.
It was this point which the Jews of Paul’s day did not understand, and
I believe it is this same point which many Christians today still fail to
understand as they think about God’s purposes among the Jews as an
ethnic Nation today… especially so since 1948…
Lets see what Paul says next…
Romans 9:6–7 (ESV) — 6 But it is not as though the word of
God has failed. For not all who are descended from Israel
belong to Israel, 7 and not all are children of Abraham because
they are his offspring, but “Through Isaac shall your offspring
be named.”

1

N.T. Wright “Climax of the Covenant” – p. 238. He says “what counts is
grace, not race.”
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Now, no matter what view you may hold to regarding the place of
Ethnic Israel in the future plans of God one day… there is no denying
what Paul is saying in these verses… i.e. that within the Ethnic nation
of Israel… there is another group… a separate group… which Paul also
refers to as Israel…
So, going forward I will speak of Physical Israel … and Spiritual Israel…
or sometimes speak of Ethnic Israel… and True Israel…
Now in order to explain this distinction, Paul gets very practical… and
he uses two examples from OT history which every Jewish person
would have been familiar with.
He starts with Abraham in vs 7-9…
Romans 9:7–9 (ESV) — 7 and not all are children of Abraham
because they are his offspring, but “Through Isaac shall your
offspring be named.” 8 This means that it is not the children of
the flesh [i.e. Physical children] … who are the children of God
[i.e. Spiritual children]… but the children of the promise are
counted as offspring. 9 For this is what the promise said:
“About this time next year I will return, and Sarah shall have a
son.”
Now, Pauls logic here is precise and quite devastating to an Ethnic Jew
who had lived his whole life believing that because he was a physical
descendant of Abraham, that he was therefore automatically a child
of God… and thus eternally saved…. because now Paul says something
very different… and quite disturbing!
Within the nation of Ethnic Israel… there is another group of people…
the True Israel… or Spiritual Israel… and these individuals are
determined not by Race… but by Grace!
They are children of God by Promise… not by Posterity.
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Now – the reference here is obviously to the fact that Abraham had
two sons… the first was Ishmael… born to Sarah’s slave called Hagar…
when Abraham took matters into his own hands… and the second was
Isaac… a child of promise born to Sarah who was barren… and 90
years old.
Both boys had Abraham as their father… and yet only one was chosen
by God to be a child of God! Only 1!
Notice very carefully vs 8…
Romans 9:8–9 (ESV) — 8 This means that it is not the children
of the flesh who are the children of God, but the children of
the promise are counted as offspring.
In other words, all those born from the seed of Abraham are his
physical children… his descendants… but that does not make them
Children of God!... that does not make them his True Spiritual
Offspring!
Now – Paul anticipates an objection to his reasoning… which is that
Ishmael was not chosen by God because he was an illegitimate child...
He was born out of wedlock… and so Paul moves on to provide an
even stronger example of God’s election of Spiritual Israel from within
Physical Israel in vs 10-13…
Romans 9:10–13 (ESV) — 10 And not only so, but also when
Rebekah had conceived children by one man, our forefather
Isaac, 11 though they were not yet born and had done nothing
either good or bad—in order that God’s purpose of election
might continue, not because of works but because of him who
calls— 12 she was told, “The older will serve the younger.” 13 As
it is written, “Jacob I loved, but Esau I hated.”
So now in Paul’s second example of Spiritual Election… he moves
down one generation from… Abraham to Isaac… and shows that
Rebekah… Isaac’s wife… conceived two children in her womb… at the
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same time…. TWINS... who before they were even born… or before
they had done anything good or bad… Rebekah was told… “The older
will serve the younger” … something totally contrary to normal
practice and culture… For God had set his love on Jacob… but Esau he
rejected.
Now, importantly we must see what Paul is determined to make clear
by these examples… which is what he tells us in vs 11…
The reason behind the choosing of Isaac and not Ishmael… and the
reason for choosing Jacob and not Esau… is nothing other than God’s
sovereign purposes in Election…
Look at vs 11… Before the twins were even born… not by works on the
part of the individual… and not even on the basis of the race of the
individual… but purely on the basis of God’s sovereign purpose in
election… Jacob was chosen… and Esau was rejected!
Now – this idea of election should not have been surprising to the
Jews… for their whole history was one of God’s sovereign choosing!
Don’t forget… God chose Abraham… and not anyone else out of Ur of
the Chaldeans… then God Chose Isaac… and Not Ishmael… and then
God chose Jacob and not Esau… and in every case… God’s choosing
was based purely on God’s sovereign will and good pleasure… and
had nothing to do with the individuals involved.
Now at this point, I think we can all agree with Tim Keller who says…
“This teaching is easy to understand… but it is not easy to accept.”…
and we will continue to wrestle through this again next week..
But let us not loose sight of why Paul has just said what he has said.
Paul has given two very clear examples of God’s election… in order to
make the point that God’s word has not failed … because within
Ethnic Israel… within the physical nation of Israel… there exists the
True Israel… the Spiritual Israel… whom God has chosen to set his
love upon… and to whom his promises of eternal salvation and
blessing were always fulfilled… and continue to be fulfilled.
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Romans 9:6 (ESV) — 6 But it is not as though the word of God
has failed. For not all who are descended from Israel belong
to Israel
//
So he has made his point… but in doing so … Paul has opened a whole
can of worms!
He has dared to speak about the “E-word”… ELECTION! And he knows
that when he (or anyone else in the future of the church) teaches on
this topic… people are going to get all hot and bothered!
We are not the first generation to be characterized by a prevailing
spirit of entitlement! … where we think that we are basically all good
people… deserving of God’s blessing and favour and salvation…
This is what the Jews always thought about themselves… and so
before Paul even broached the topic of Election… he made sure to
teach extensively on the Depravity of man… of BOTH JEW and
GENTILE… in Chapters 1-3…
But as Paul comes now to teach this doctrine of Divine Election… by
Grace and not Race… he knows he will face severe backlash…
And what is the stock standard response when people today raise the
“E-word”…. It is exactly what Paul encounters in vs 14!
One of the reasons I know the doctrine of election to be true is
because people today respond in exactly the same way as they did
when Paul first introduced it!
“But that’s not fair!”
Well… if that is perhaps the question you are asking today… You need
to come back next week for Paul’s Answer 😊
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But as you ponder this passage of scripture over the next week… I
want you to be more specific in your thinking and in your question…
because the question that Paul is going to answer for us next time is
this:
Is God Unfair? Doesn’t the Doctrine of Election make God unjust!
So next Sunday we will consider together the rest of the Chapter 9
which really is one long sustained argument… and next week we will
see the Justice of God’s Election… and finally The Goal of God’s
Election.
Conclusion
But as we conclude today… I know we are only half way through
Paul’s argument on election… but I want us to think about what these
first 13 verses mean practically to us as Christians today.
We must not forget that the whole reason for Paul introducing us to
the Doctrine of Election in this section is not to spark 2000 years of
controversy among Christians… No! His purpose was to answer a
fundamental question which impacts every one of our lives as
Christians…
“Is the word of God reliable?”
“Has the Word of God failed?”
Do you realize how fundamental this question is to our faith?
If God’s word to Israel and his promises to Israel have failed… then
God is not trustworthy… and all his promises to you and me mean
nothing!
But Paul will not let us entertain that thought for even 1 second! In
order to prove the absolute reliability of God’s word… in order to
establish the absolute immutability of God’s decrees… What does he
do?
He explains to us God’s Sovereign Choice in Election!
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In other words, far from being something which should divide
Christians… and a topic which becomes one of contention among
believers… Paul introduces the Doctrine of God’s Sovereign Election
as a truth which is meant to establish the absolute certainty of God’s
word and the total reliability of God’s promises.
There is a saying which says… “The only people who argue about
election… are the Elect!” … and so it seems ironic that the very
teaching which Paul intends to establish us firmly in the Gospel…
firmly in the reliability of God’s word… The very teaching which is
meant to bring great comfort and assurance in the Gospel and all that
God promised … Has become a teaching which makes many Christians
push back against the word of God!
And so as you ponder over this passage in the next week… and as you
prepare your heart to come and hear Part 2 of this topic next week…
can I plead with you to examine your own heart with regards to the
Lordship of Jesus Christ over your life?
Let me personalize this for you… using the words of Paul in Eph 2:8…
as I read these verses in the first person…
Ephesians 2:8–10 (NIV - Anglicised) — 8 For it is by grace that
I have been saved, through faith—and this is not from myself,
it is the gift of God— 9 not by my works, so that I cannot
boast. 10 For I am God’s workmanship, created in Christ Jesus
to do good works, which God prepared in advance for me to
do.
Do you really believe this? Is God the Sovereign Lord over your Life? Is
he sovereign over ALL of your life? Is he most importantly Sovereign
over your Salvation?
If God is not Sovereign over your salvation… If God is not Sovereign
over your life… Then who is?
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May God help you and help me to really apply our minds… and submit
our hearts… to the truths of his word today, because this doctrine of
God’s Sovereign Election of sinners unto salvation is the rockbed of
the Gospel… it is the rockbed of our assurance of Salvation… and it is
the rockbed of our joy and gratitude as we live every day of our lives
to glory of God.

Ephesians 3:20–21 (NIV) — 20 Now to him who is able to do
immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine, according to his
power that is at work within us, 21 to him be glory in the church and in
Christ Jesus throughout all generations, for ever and ever! Amen.
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