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Honeyridge Baptist Church
#4 – Romans 3:1-20
The Universality of Condemnation
Romans 3:1–20 (NIV - Anglicised)
3 What advantage, then, is there in being a Jew, or what value is there
in circumcision? 2 Much in every way! First of all, they have been
entrusted with the very words of God.
3

What if some did not have faith? Will their lack of faith nullify God’s
faithfulness? 4 Not at all! Let God be true, and every man a liar. As it is
written:
“So that you may be proved right when you speak and prevail
when you judge.”
5

But if our unrighteousness brings out God’s righteousness more
clearly, what shall we say? That God is unjust in bringing his wrath on
us? (I am using a human argument.) 6 Certainly not! If that were so,
how could God judge the world? 7 Someone might argue, “If my
falsehood enhances God’s truthfulness and so increases his glory, why
am I still condemned as a sinner?” 8 Why not say—as we are being
slanderously reported as saying and as some claim that we say—“Let
us do evil that good may result”? Their condemnation is deserved.
9

What shall we conclude then? Are we any better? Not at all! We have
already made the charge that Jews and Gentiles alike are all under sin.
10
As it is written:
“There is no-one righteous, not even one;
11
there is no-one who understands,
no-one who seeks God.
12
All have turned away,
they have together become worthless;
there is no-one who does good, not even one.”
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13

“Their throats are open graves;
their tongues practise deceit.”
“The poison of vipers is on their lips.”
14
“Their mouths are full of cursing and bitterness.”
15
“Their feet are swift to shed blood;
16
ruin and misery mark their ways,
17
and the way of peace they do not know.”
18
“There is no fear of God before their eyes.”

19

Now we know that whatever the law says, it says to those who are
under the law, so that every mouth may be silenced and the whole
world held accountable to God. 20 Therefore no-one will be declared
righteous in his sight by observing the law; rather, through the law we
become conscious of sin.
//
Introduction
Have you heard of a man called Charles Finney? Well, Finney was a
Presbyterian minister, evangelist and a leader in the Second Great
Awakening in the USA in the 19th Century (1825-1835)
Now, While we may not agree with all his theology – he was a man
who was greatly used by God in the preaching of the gospel.
But as a young lawyer, [Charles Finney] was sitting in a village law
office in the state of New York. Finney had just come into the old
squire’s office. It was very early in the day, and he was all alone when
the Lord began to deal with him.
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“Finney, what are you going to do when you finish your
course?” →“Put out a [sign board] and practice law.”
“Then what?”→ “Get rich.”
“Then what?” →“Retire.”
“Then what?”→ “Die.”
“Then what?” →
To which Finney replied in trembling thoughts…
“The judgment!”
He ran for the woods a half mile away. All day he prayed, and
vowed that he would never leave until he had made his peace
with God. He saw himself at the judgment bar of God.
For four years he had studied law, and now the vanity of a
selfish life, lived for the enjoyment of the things of this world,
was made clear to him.
Finney came out of the woods that evening, after a long
struggle, with the high purpose of living from that day
forward - to the glory of God and to enjoy Him forever.
From that moment blessings untold filled his life, and God
used him in a mighty way, not as a lawyer but as a preacher,
to bring thousands to conversion over a useful period of fifty
years.
Well – we come today to the end of the trilogy on “Judgment of God
against All mankind”!
Paul has spent the most part of three chapters focussing our attention
on the fact that all of mankind is under the wrath and condemnation
of God, and will one day stand before the Judgment Bar of God… and
will have to give an account… even for the secret thoughts of our
hearts.
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Paul has stated the summary of his argument in 1:18…
Romans 1:18 (NIV) — 18 The wrath of God is being revealed
from heaven against all the godlessness and wickedness of
people, who suppress the truth by their wickedness,
He then went on to show in chapter 1:19-32 that the Wrath of God is
revealed against all the irreligious people of this world… the
“pagans”… and the “gentiles”… People who supressed and rejected
the truth of God as revealed to them through God’s creation.
He then moved on in Chapter 2 to show that the Self-Righteous and
Religious people are likewise, also under the Wrath of God, because
they suppress and reject the truth of God’s law as revealed in their
consciences… and written in God’s word.
And so in Romans 1 & 2 - we see a wonderful parallel with the
Parable of the Prodigal Son.
Paul has made it clear that both the irreligious younger-brother type
people… and the religious older-brother type people – are equally
sinful (albeit it very different ways)… and so are BOTH separated from
God the father… and therefore BOTH under the just condemnation of
God… unless they repent and turn to the father.
And so as we come to Chapter 3, Paul is moving toward his conclusion
on this matter in vs 9-20… but before he gets there – he needs to
address some push back from the Jewish recipients of his letter.
Remember, Paul was himself a Jew – who had been steeped in Jewish
religiosity… and so even since becoming a Christian, he knows the
tendency of the religious Jews to justify themselves before God on the
basis of their Jewishness … and so he comes in vs 1-8 to address three
objections to his teaching on the universality of God’s condemnation.
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1. Three Objections to Universal Condemnation (vs 1-8)
Now, vs 1-8 are really targeted to the Jewish recipients of his letter,
and as we saw last week – we as professing Christians can identify
very closely with these Jewish readers in their background and
privilege of having grown up, surrounded by the things of God – and
so these objections are possibly very similar to the objections we may
be wanting to raise against Pauls teaching:
i.

What then is the advantage of being a Jew?

So – a very valid question for a Jew! If I am born as a Jew… and am
part of the chosen covenant people of God… then what value is all of
that… if in the end I am just as much under God’s condemnation as a
gentile?
And the same question could be asked by any person here today…
who grew up in a Christian home… and who grew up in the church his
whole life… What is the value of being raised as a “Christian” if we are
all alike under the wrath of God?
Romans 3:1 (NIV) — 1 What advantage, then, is there in being
a Jew, or what value is there in circumcision?
So their question is essentially based on ethnicity and religious
practice… What is the advantage of having been born as a Jew into
the people of Israel… and what is the point of all the Jewish practices
like circumcision, if the condemnation of God rests on all people?
Well – surprisingly, Paul’s answer is not what we would maybe
expect! After all – he has spent two chapters making it clear that Jews
and Gentiles are alike under the wrath of God… and he will say it
again when he gets to vs 9… but to our surprise – when asked what
advantage there is to being a Jew… He says in vs 2…
Romans 3:2 (NIV) — 2 Much in every way.
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Now – this is a theme Paul will return to in more detail in Chapter 9…
and we will look at it more fully then… but look at what he says at this
point about the value of being a Jew…
Romans 3:2 (NIV) — …First of all, the Jews have been
entrusted with the very words of God.
The chief advantage of being a Jew is that they were a people who
had received the special revelation of God in the scriptures – and
through this revelation – had entered into a very special covenant
relationship with God!
This primary privilege is echoed a number of times in the OT…
Deuteronomy 4:7-8 (ESV) 7 For what great nation is there that
has a god so near to it as the LORD our God is to us, whenever
we call upon him? 8 And what great nation is there, that has
statutes and rules so righteous as all this law that I set before
you today?
The implied answer is of course – “No One!” – for it was the Jews
alone who had been entrusted with the words of God.
Psalm 147:19–20 (ESV) — 19 He declares his word to Jacob, his
statutes and rules to Israel. 20 He has not dealt thus with any
other nation; they do not know his rules. Praise the LORD!
Now, There are of course also many other advantages to being a
Jew… and Paul will get to these in Chapter 9… but for now – the point
Paul is making in this whole section is that while there are many
blessings in being a Jew… these things do not secure salvation!
//

© Clinton Stone (Honeyridge Baptist Church)

7.
The second objection then which Paul raises and addresses is this…
ii.

If the Jews prove to be unfaithful to God… doesn’t this then
nullify the faithfulness of God to his covenant?

Lets follow the question and the answer in vs 3-4
Romans 3:3–4 (NIV) — 3 What if some were unfaithful? Will
their unfaithfulness nullify God’s faithfulness? 4 Not at all! Let
God be true, and every human being a liar. As it is written: “So
that you may be proved right when you speak and prevail
when you judge.”
So Paul’s first answer to the objection of Jewish advantage is that
there is much advantage indeed in being a Jew… and so the argument
goes on then to say… Well – if there IS great advantage to being a
Jew… then if the Jews too will be judged for their unfaithfulness…
then that must surely nullify or invalidate the covenant faithfulness of
God towards his people!
And Paul’s answer to this reasoning could not be stronger…
“By no means!!!” Absolutely Not!
Why not?
Well says Paul… even if every single Jew was unfaithful… even if every
Jew was proved to be a liar… God still remains true… because even in
the judgment of his people… he will be justified! He is vindicated!
You see – the Jews conveniently forgot that God’s covenant with
them… included both promises and curses… God promised blessing if
they were obedient to his Law… and the curse of judgment if they
disobeyed his law.
So while there is great advantage to being a Jew… and having the
Law… and all the many blessing of Jewish religious practices…
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nevertheless these blessings were only of value if the Jews obeyed the
Law of God… and chapter 2 has proven that they don’t… and so then
God’s faithfulness is not nullified in their judgment… for in judging
them God still remains faithful to his character as the Holy and
Righteous judge of all the world… and faithful to his covenant curses
of judgment to the Jews.
And so that bring us to the Third objection which Paul responds to …
which was a distortion of the Gospel... which really has three parts to
it… in vs 5, 7 & 8…
The Objection basically goes like this…
iii.

If God then, is glorified in judging the Jews… how can we be
held guilty for our sin?

Again, This distortion is one which Paul will deal with head on in much
more detail in Chapter 6… so we won’t spend time on it today…
except to see what the thinking of some was…
Basically – the Jews were arguing like this in vs 5…
-

OK… if being judged by God for my unrighteousness only
serves to show off the Righteousness of God in judging me…
well then… God is surely unrighteous to punish me… because
his judgment of my sins serves to glorify his righteousness!

Again in vs 7…
-

If my lie… my unfaithfulness… serves to prove that God is
true… and that God is faithful in judgment… then why am I
condemned as a sinner… if my sin only serves to glorify God!

And part three of the distortion is in vs 8…
-

So then… why don’t I just keep on sinning… so that God will
be glorified in my judgment…
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Now – these distortions of the Gospel and the message Paul was
preaching are very serious… and Paul acknowledges that these are not
spiritual arguments… they are human / worldly arguments… … and so
he answers all these distortions again in the strongest possible way…
in vs 6… and vs 8…
-

Vs 6… By no means! Certainly not!
Vs 8… Those who think like this deserve their just
condemnation!

And so he will return to tackle this kind of warped thinking about
God’s judgment and the abuse of God’s grace again in Chapter 6.
//
But before I leave this section… let me try to just connect this to us as
Christians in Joburg… in 2019…
What advantage is there in growing up as a “Christian”? What value is
there in being born into a Christian home… going to a Christian
School…. coming to Sunday school and church… What value is there in
being part of a family of God… and sitting under the ministry of God’s
word… singing worship to God on Sundays… attending youth groups
and bible study meetings?
What advantage is all of this?
Well, In one sense… there is no value at all! None of these things will
contribute a single drop to your salvation! None of all these things will
make any difference to God on the day of judgment if you did not
repent of your sins and trust in Jesus for salvation…
In actual fact… as the warning passages in Hebrews confirm… those
who have grown up with all these things, as the Jews did… and yet
who reject the truth of the Gospel… will be liable to a more severe
judgment.
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But on the other hand – there certainly is great value in being raised
in the family of God… according to the principles of God’s word…
Let me illustrate this… Think of two twin boys whose single mother
dies giving birth… and the children are separated by the welfare
system… and then raised in two very different families…
The one brother grows up in a violent and abusive home… where
from a young age he learns the habits of his adoptive parents… He
grows up himself to be a selfish blasphemer of God… and who follows
all the wicked ways of this world…
The other brother is adopted into a Christian home… and is raised
from his birth in the context of the church. He is taught the word of
God at home… he is raised in Sunday School and Church… and joins
the youth group… and generally speaking is spared from the extreme
wickedness of the world.
Both boys however are now 23 years old… and neither yet is a
believer in the Lord Jesus Christ!
Then on a certain day… unbeknown to each other… the two brothers
happen to be in the same church on the same Sunday… One because
he has always been going there… and the other because he was
dragged along by a girl from university who goes to that church… who
he was hoping to get hooked up with after the service!
And in that service… Both brothers hear the gospel… one for the 100th
time… and the other for the 1st time… and they are both gripped by
the Holy Spirit of God… and repent of their sins… and come to saving
faith in Jesus Christ…
That next Sunday – these two twin brothers… follow Jesus in the
waters of Baptism… and that evening service – stand before the
congregation… and are accepted into the membership of the Church.

© Clinton Stone (Honeyridge Baptist Church)

11.
Let me ask you… In terms of their salvation… in terms of their
justification… their right standing before God… Does one brother
have any advantage over the other? Absolutely NOT! They were
equally deserving of God’s judgment… and now are equally… fully…
perfectly… justified by faith in Jesus Christ…
But the one brother – while standing before God perfectly clothed in
the righteousness of Jesus Christ – has the biblical knowledge of an
infant! He has never even read his bible except for the passage the
pastor preached on last Sunday… and his journey with Jesus has just
begun. He brings along much baggage of hurt and pain from his
wayward life of sinful and destructive choices… and it will perhaps
take many years before he is mature enough to rightly understand the
depths of the gospel in such a way that he can explain it to others…
The other brother – although all his advantage served nothing to add
to his salvation – He is certainly in a greatly privileged position
because of his upbringing in the things of God. He has a solid
knowledge of the bible, and a memory bank of years of Sunday School
memory verses … all previously locked up in his brain… but which in
the instant of his conversion… has flooded down into his heart! He
has an appreciation for all the things of God which previously were
just the mechanics of religion…. But which now are filled with
meaning and appreciation… and he has been protected from so much
of the hurts and destructiveness of sin through God’s protection in his
life by being raised in a Christian home and church.
So – let us never underestimate the incredible privilege of a Godly
home… a Godly upbringing… and a godly church life… for while these
things add nothing to our salvation… they are as Paul says… of much
advantage in every way!
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We don’t rely on them to save… but we thank God for them… We
don’t rely on them to save… but we expect God to work through
them… We don’t rely on them to save… but we anticipate that God
will use them greatly when he does save!
And so I want to encourage every one of you here today, who perhaps
never grew up with these things… and were like the one brother,
saved from a wayward past at a later stage in your life… I want to
encourage you to grow and learn as much as you can… as quickly as
you can… read and study and memorize the bible as much as you are
able… learn from other Christians how to be a Godly husband or
wife… father and mother… and then commit yourself to God to raise
your children… or your grandchildren… in these wonderful privileges
of God’s word… and God’s family… for there is indeed much value… in
these things.
//
Well – Paul now returns in vs 9-18 – to finally and fully confirm the
argument he has been making in this entire section… and so in these
next verses he gives us:
2. Fourteen Confirmations of Universal Condemnation (vs 9-18)
Paul has dealt with the three objections… and now he sets out his
final confirmation of the matter in no uncertain terms… as he drives
home his argument with a string of quotations from the Old
Testament.
But this confirmation of universal condemnation is not limited to the
Jews… but really is an argument from the Greater to the Lesser.
You see, there was no doubt in the minds of the church that the
irreligious gentiles were under the condemnation of God… but there
was a lot of thinking that the Jews were excluded from God’s
judgment due to their special privileges as God’s chosen people…
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So, Paul has demolished this argument – and now presents the
summary – using the Old Testament as the hammer to drive the nails
into the coffin of man’s universal condemnation…
Lets pick up Paul’s argument in vs 9

Q

Romans 3:9–18 (NIV)
9
What shall we conclude then? Are we any better?

A

No, not at all.

Reason

Proof

For we have already made the charge that Jews and Gentiles
alike are all under the power of sin…
10

as it is written: (from the OT… 14x Proofs!)
“There is no one righteous, not even one;
11
there is no one who understands;
there is no one who seeks God.
12
All have turned away,
they have together become worthless;
there is no one who does good, not even one.”
13
“Their throats are open graves;
their tongues practice deceit.”
“The poison of vipers is on their lips.”
14
“Their mouths are full of cursing and bitterness.”
15
“Their feet are swift to shed blood;
16
ruin and misery mark their ways,
17
and the way of peace they do not know.”
18
“There is no fear of God before their eyes.”

These OT quotations all come from passages which speak about God’s
people – the Jews – and so with these quotations from their own
Hebrew scriptures – Paul settles this matter once and for all!
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We could spend much more time going through this list – but I don’t
think anyone here today would argue with the conclusion which Paul
reaches … because what he describes in these verses is plain to see all
around us!
We see it in our own hearts… we see it our own thoughts… we see it
in our own speech and actions… we see it in our own attitudes to
God… and we see it in the hearts of those all around us! There is no
one righteous – not even one!
//
So – it has been a long time coming since Chapter 1:18… but Paul is
now finally ready to drive home the conclusion of the Bad News in vs
19-20…
And so in the final place this morning, we consider the
3. One Implication of Universal Condemnation (Vs 19-20)
Now – before we consider this summary or conclusion of the Bad
News… let us remember that back in Chapter 1 – Paul made it clear
that his letter was actually all about the Good News… The Gospel of
Salvation in Jesus Christ… and his summary of the Good News was
given to us in 1:16-17…
Romans 1:16–17 (NIV) — 16 For I am not ashamed of the
gospel, because it is the power of God that brings salvation to
everyone who believes: first to the Jew, then to the Gentile. 17
For in the gospel the righteousness of God is revealed—a
righteousness that is by faith from first to last, just as it is
written: “The righteous will live by faith.”
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So the essence of the Gospel… of the Good News… is that Salvation is
accomplished by God in everyone who believes in Jesus Christ…
because in him the righteousness of God is revealed by faith… from
first to last… from beginning to end…
But in order for us to really understand this Gospel… and appreciate
this Gospel… and respond to this Gospel… Paul has immediately gone
on to explain … the Bad News… which is that all mankind are under
the wrath of God for our rejection of God… and the sin which
proceeds from a disobedient heart… and now he is ready to make his
final conclusion of the matter… before returning to the Gospel again
in Chapter 3:21…
So he says in vs 19…
Romans 3:19–20 (NIV) — 19 Now we know that whatever the
law says, it says to those who are under the law, so that every
mouth may be silenced and the whole world held accountable
to God. 20 Therefore no one will be declared righteous in God’s
sight by the works of the law; rather, through the law we
become conscious of our sin.
There we have it – the conclusion of 3 chapters… that every human
being is under the law of God… whether written on their hearts in the
conscience… or written in the pages of scripture… so that every
excuse may be silenced… every pragmatic argument may be
stopped… every attempt to rationalize our sin may be shut up… and
the whole world held accountable to God.
There is not a single person who will stand before God on the
Judgment day… who will have a single word of excuse to present
before God. Every mouth will be silenced! … Why?
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Because No one… not a single person ever… will be justified before
God by the good works of the Law… because the Law… rightly
understood and rightly applied… only serves to show us that we are
Law breakers… sinners… and are fully deserving of God’s judgment.
The Law has had a very prominent role to play in Paul’s argument in
this section… (25x from 1:18-3:20)… and his whole point is that the
Law was never intended to save anyone! … It was never intended to
present a viable alternative to faith… because its function was to
show us that we are all guilty sinners… Sinners who could never ever
accomplish our salvation through our own performance… and so we
all stand condemned under the law… and fully deserving of the wrath
and condemnation of a holy God.
This is confirmed so clearly in Galatians 3…
Galatians 3:21–24 (NIV) — 21 Is the law, therefore, opposed to
the promises of God? Absolutely not! For if a law had been
given that could impart life, then righteousness would
certainly have come by the law. 22 But Scripture has locked up
everything under the control of sin, so that what was
promised, being given through faith in Jesus Christ, might be
given to those who believe. 23 Before the coming of this faith,
we were held in custody under the law, locked up until the
faith that was to come would be revealed. 24 So the law was
our guardian until Christ came that we might be justified by
faith.
I think the reason the true Gospel is so seldom preached these days…
and so seldom believed… is because we no longer preach, and teach,
and appreciate the purpose and the function of the Law!
Paul – we will see next time – is all about the Gospel… all about
declaring the grace of God to sinners… That is his mission and
purpose… but he knows that the only way a person will ever really

© Clinton Stone (Honeyridge Baptist Church)

17.
understand and believe the Gospel of Jesus Christ… is when the Law is
allowed to fulfil its rightful purpose and function in our lives… which
is to reveal our sinfulness… to reveal our guilt… to demolish all our
self-righteousness… and to present us all… under the universal wrath
and judgment of a Holy God.
//
Conclusion
Well - We have come to the end of the Bad news… all three weeks of
it… and so now we are ready to consider with wonder and
amazement … The Good News!... the Gospel of Jesus Christ – but you
will have to come back next time to get that! 😊
But prayer is that for some of you here today… You wont be able to
wait till next time!
So if you are perhaps feeling for the first time today the weight of
your sinfulness before a holy God… and you realize that all your
wicked deeds and thoughts… or even all your good works and
“righteous deed”s … and all your religious upbringing… and all your
self-righteous reasonings and objections… only serve to condemn you
before a holy God … and you are wondering how on earth then is it
possible to be made right with the Holy God today… Then let me
encourage you to read on ahead from vs 21-26… and to do what
Charles Finney did on that day when he came to the realization of his
standing before a holy God…To get alone with God… and give God no
rest until you find in his Son Jesus, the saviour you know you need.
Let us pray.
Ephesians 3:20–21 (NIV - Anglicised) — 20 Now to him who is able to
do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine, according to his
power that is at work within us, 21 to him be glory in the church and in
Christ Jesus throughout all generations, for ever and ever! Amen.
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